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Fort Carson is aiming for gold in the construction of new, more 
sustainable buildings. These gold-rated facilities incorporate many 
sustainable features, to include: ways to reduce water and energy 
usage, reduction of the amount of land disturbed by construction, 
use of recycled and rapidly renewable materials, and the 
improvement of indoor environmental quality for occupants. One 
such gold building, currently under construction, will house Soldiers 
from the Medical Department Activity by next fall. 

The new MEDDAC barracks is being designed to meet the 
Army’s Sustainable Project Rating, known as SPiRiT, gold rating. 
Several elements incorporated in the barrack’s design will make 
the building more sustainable, in order to meet installation 
requirements and provide a healthy living environment for Soldiers:

• The barracks will be located next to Evans Army Community 
Hospital, thus allowing many occupants to walk to work. 

• The facility’s footprint is oriented to maximize solar gain to 
reduce energy use. 

• Water use at the barracks will be reduced through low-fl ow 
water fi xtures, drip irrigation and by xeriscaping (using 
native plants, rock and bark) of the landscaping. 

• Active solar panels will be used for area lighting in the 
parking lot.

• Recycled materials and local materials, which reduce 
transportation costs, will be used to construct the building. 

• Additional exterior wall/roof insulation will keep the 
building cooler in the summer and warmer in the winter.   

The MEDDAC barracks, scheduled for completion in August 
2006, will provide living quarters for 112 Soldiers.

This barracks is not the fi rst building on Fort Carson 
constructed to include more sustainable features. The fi rst such 
building, called the “Green” Building, Bldg. 2410, is used for 
classroom training and was built in 2002. Another sustainable 
facility, anticipated to receive a gold SPiRiT rating, is the new 
Cheyenne Shadows Golf Course Clubhouse completed in March 
2005.

In addition, Fort Carson is incorporating sustainable features 
during renovation of existing facilities. One good example of 
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this effort to make existing buildings more sustainable is the 
renovation of the ‘rolling pin’ barracks (1040, 1300 and 1600 
barracks areas). As part of the renovation of 14 existing barracks 
buildings, individual rooms will have heating and cooling controls, 
a central corridor plumbing and exhaust system has been added for 
effi cient maintenance, and the use of fl exible wall systems instead 
of concrete block walls will make future renovations less costly to 
perform. These sustainable features insure that the ‘rolling pin’ 
barracks are less expense to operate in the future and provide a 
higher quality of life for the soldiers who live in them.

Constructing sustainable facilities is one of the 12 sustainability 
goals Fort Carson established in 2002. The goal is for all applicable 
facilities at Fort Carson to be high performance buildings that meet 
or surpass the platinum standard of SPiRiT. 

The platinum rating is the highest rating achievable. To 
date, Fort Carson is working toward gold ratings with all new 
construction. Although the advantages of building sustainable 
facilities are many, two important outcomes are: the reduction in 
future energy costs by constructing more energy effi cient facilities, 
and the greater use of recycled materials that reduce the need to 
dispose of construction debris in landfi lls. Reduced costs to operate 
facilities in the future can help to ensure that more funds are 
available for training Soldiers and units. 

For more information on Fort Carson’s sustainability program, 
call the sustainability planner at 526-9777. 
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